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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen, Jay McFadden, Cornel Munteanu, Yvonne 

Buchholz and Brian Chitester were present.  Lori Jones and Jennifer Jansen were excused.  

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Matt Sheehan, Fire 

Chief, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, and Cory Swaisgood (via Webex), 

Finance Director.  Audience: 0.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of November 23, 

2021; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes from the Special Council Meeting of December 6, 2021; 

Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Finance Committee Meeting of November 16, 

2021; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to reappoint Marianne Piterans to the Architectural Board of Review for a 

three year term to expire on 12/31/2024; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Mr. Chitester stated that both of 

the individuals to be appointed to the ABR meeting are outstanding.  In speaking with Chairman 

Tomasch he believes this board loves working together and seem to have fun and get the job done in 

a professional manner.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to reappoint Antoinette Grove to the Architectural Board of Review for a three 

year term to expire on 12/31/2024; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Mr. Chitester stated that he would have 

the same comment for this appointment as his previous comments. Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to reappoint Garry Thompson to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a 

five year term to expire on 12/31/2026; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  
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Communications from Residents - None 

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-23; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief – No Report 

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that leaf pickup has been completed and the department went through the city 

five times.  The street sweeper is out and should have the city completed by the end of the week.  

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that the trains seem to keep stopping in the city more and more these days.  He 

has spoken with Chief Rogers as the city signs keep getting run over by vehicles.  He has ordered 

some “flip” signs and should be completed by the end of the week at which time he will get those 

installed at each of the crossings so officers can just flip them up when needed.  Mr. Stibich stated 

that these are signs to warn motorists that the tracks are closed.  Mr. Borczuch indicated that the sign 

will say “road closed at railroad tracks” so there is advanced warning also so the signs are not placed 

in the road where they are getting run over by vehicles.  Mr. Stibich stated that he was asked this 

evening about the trains stopping on the tracks.  He also knows that the Mayor has some plans to 

meet with our legislators in Columbus to push for passage of the bill to increase the fines on the 

railroads for blocking the tracks.  Mr. Borczuch stated that once the signs are installed he will give 

the Clerk a picture so that it can be posted on the city website and Facebook in order for the residents 

to look for the signs since they will be new.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief – No Report 

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director  

Mr. Swaisgood stated that Council should have received the November end of the month report in 

their packets.  The General Fund balance is at over $1.5 million unencumbered balance and currently 

at 30% of annual expenditures.  If you recall the General Fund policy reserve states that we try to 

maintain at least a 16% reserve and being at 30% at the end of November is a good sign.  We still 

have over a $2 million dollar cash balance at the end of November. He would like to note that in the 

statement of cash the Coronavirus Fund, which is Fund 145, has a $51,000 balance which was part of 

an advance in December of last year; that advance will be repaid and believes it was done in 

December so that fund will be zero when you see the December report. He stated that he does not 

want anyone to think that the $51,000 is still in the fund as part of the CARES Act.  In Report 52 the 

General Fund revenues are about $60,000 lower in 2021 versus 2020 which is no surprise due to the 

BWC dividends that were received in 2020 but not received in 2021; all major revenue sources in the 

General Fund like income tax and property tax has increased from 2020.  

 

He stated that on the expenditure side of the General Fund he would note that the reason for the large 

increase in the general governmental expenditures is due to the timing of the insurance payment 

which was paid in December of last year but paid in November so this will level out as we move 

through December.  The major deduction in total expenditures from year to year in the General Fund 
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is due to the reallocating of personnel costs from the General Fund to the CARES Act fund in 2020. 

He would note, which is very important, is that total expenditures for 2021 is still less than 2021 

revenues. We are seeing a positive review of revenue versus expenditures which is very important for 

the city and local economy.  

 

Focusing on income tax revenue, as of November has increased 7% from 2020 and we are 

anticipating that the revenue will be closer to 8% by the end of the year. If you recall from the budget 

meetings, we were predicting 6% to 7% through 2021 but it actually that looks like it’s going to be 

closer to 8% which is also a great sign for the local economy as we end the year.  All categories of 

income tax payments are up from 2020; withholding is up 11% and that is mostly the city businesses; 

the last three months of collection have been greater than 2020 and 2019 monthly income tax 

distributions so that’s also a great sign on the income tax side.   

 

One item on tonight’s agenda is the third and final reading for the 2022 budget, the permanent 

appropriations for 2022 and he would respectfully request that Council approve that appropriation 

measure. He wants to thank the finance committee, Chief Rogers, Chief Sheehan and Director 

Borczuch for their time and help with this budget. As he said when he started but wants to reiterate 

how important these city directors and chiefs are to the city, they are very dedicated and very 

passionate, and he is happy to be a part of this team. He believes the city is very lucky to have the 

staff that they have and thinks that is attributed to the Mayor and Council.  He included a summary of 

some changes which include capital items being moved out of the General Fund and into the Capital 

improvement Fund which was mainly due to a recent audit finding, he cannot go into details until the 

audit is released. We held our post audit meeting on Friday, and Council was invited. There needs to 

be an adjustment for properties that were sold at the end of 2020; the revenue was deposited into the 

General Fund and should have been deposited into the Capital Improvement Fund. The Ohio Revised 

Code states, unless we specifically add documentation that showed it should have been deposited into 

the General Fund, that those receipts from the property sale should have been deposited into either a 

bond retirement fund, if there was any debt on the property which there was none, or the city’s 

Capital Improvement Fund. He tried to submit support showing where the properties were purchased 

from but it did not have an impact. The funds were not supposed to be placed in any other fund 

including the parks and rec fund or parks department fund and knows that some of those questions 

did come up. The revised code is pretty clear on where those funds should have been deposited. 

Making the adjustment and moving the $260,000 from the General Fund to the Capital Improvement 

Fund needed to be done by the end of this year; we made that adjustment a few days ago and, in the 

memo, he provided, it showed that we were able to make up for that impact on the General Fund 

because that is a significant impact.  

 

Mr. Stibich asked if Council needs to fund the Rainy Day Fund before the end of the year.  Mr. 

Swaisgood replied yes and he was going to make his recommendation at the last meeting in 

December.  He wanted to wait until the adjustment we had to make was completed and he and the 

Mayor were comfortable with that transfer. Mr. Stibich asked if legislation was needed or a simple 

motion by Council.  Mr. Swaisgood stated that it will be included in the legislation to approve the 

final 2021 appropriations.  

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I – No Report 
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Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III 

Ms. Buchholz thanked the Park and Recreation Board for all their hard work on decorating the 

Village Green for the Christmas holidays.  She would like to especially thank Jennifer Jansen, Jill 

Lukes and Tom Forbes for the reconstruction of the gingerbread men.  Unfortunately, this past 

weekend terrible winds destroyed a couple of them, toppled the tree in the gazebo and knocked down 

one of the toy soldiers, and dislodged the garland on the pavilion. She stated that Tom Forbes worked 

to get some of these issues fixed, the tree was put upright today, and all the lights are good.  The 

service department fixed the garland, so all is right at the Village Green, for now.  The tree lighting 

was sparsely attended due to other events happening in the neighboring cities but those who came had 

a good time.  She thanked Ann Reichle for providing the hot chocolate as it was a cold evening.  

Also, a big thank you to the young men from the service department who helped make sure the lights 

went on.  The Park and Recreation Board is looking for volunteers so if anyone know of someone 

who would like to serve please have them contact her or the mayor.  Please remember they need to 

live in the Falls and not be afraid of a little hands on work.   

 

She wished a Merry Christmas to her fellow Council members, employees of the city and the 

wonderful residents of Olmsted Falls.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV – No Report 

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report 

 

Council President Paul Stibich  

Mr. Stibich thanked Councilman Chitester for all his hard work on Ordinances 62 and 63.  This was 

something he had wanted to do as it has been an issue that had come up throughout his career on 

Council. He asked the legislation committee to look at it back in May but that committee did not meet 

and Mr. Chitester took the “bull by the horns” and got this legislation prepared. He prepared it in a 

professional way and the way council people should work; he met with the law director got some 

guidance, met with him as well, Finance Director Swaisgood really pitched in and gave a lot of good 

suggestions on how to set this up.  After they got the legislation laid out they went to the directors, 

fire chief, police chief, service director, and even Terry Veloski in finance, and got their comments 

and approvals; then ran it by the Mayor and it is now on first reading.  He thanked Mr. Chitester 

again and stated that this was the way to work with the administration to get things done.  

 

He wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director  

Mr. Bemer stated that he would also like to commend Councilman Chitester, he was a real asset in 

the process of putting Ordinances 62 and 63 together.  He stated that it goes without saying that 

Finance Director Swaisgood was quite instrumental in assisting in this process and he believes they 

put together a pretty good project. 

 

He stated that this would be his Christmas wishes and Happy Holidays to everyone as he will be on 

his way to California on the 28th of December and not be in attendance at the Council meeting.   
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Old Business  

 

Ordinance 50-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1274.03(a)(2)(A)(1)(b) OF THE OLMSTED 

FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCES ENTITLED “FENCES” AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   Tabled on Third Reading (10/12/21) 

 

Remained on Table 

 

Ordinance 57-2021 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 

EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE PERIOD 

COMMENCING JANUARY 1, 2022 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   Third Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 59-2021  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

PERMANENT PARCEL NOS. 281-34-003 AND 281-34-004 CONSISTING OF 

APPROXIMATELY 0.563 ACRES AND LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST 

CORNER OF LEWIS AND BAGLEY ROADS FROM D-2 “SINGLE FAMILY 

DWELLING DISTRICT,” TO P-1 “PROFESSIONAL AND MEDICAL DISTRICT” 

AND FURTHER AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY CONSISTENT 

THERETO   Second Reading 

 

Mr. Stibich stated that Council has to hold a public hearing prior to adoption and that hearing notice 

has to be posted in a newspaper 30 days before the hearing. There is no way of doing that publication, 

and holding the hearing in December, therefore this Ordinance will move to third reading on 

December 28th and Council will not vote on it.  This ordinance will come off the agenda at the end of 

the year and have to be reintroduced at the first meeting in January and the new council will have to 

post notice and schedule a hearing.  

 

Resolution 60-2021 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE CONTRACT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO AND THE OHIO PATROLMEN'S 

BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION (SERGEANTS UNIT), AUTHORIZING 

EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMENT BY THE MAYOR AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   Second Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Resolution 61-2021  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA, OHIO AND THE 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY JUVENILE COURT TO CONTINUE A COMMUNITY 

DIVERSION PROGRAM FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2022, AND 

ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   Second 

Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 62-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING OLMSTED FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCE 

PART SIX “ADMINISTRATION,” SECTION 248.02 ENTITLED “BID 

REQUIREMENTS”, SECTION 248.03 ENTITLED “APPROVALS” AND SECTION 

248.11 ENTITLED “DEFINITIONS” REGARDING PURCHASING PROCEDURES   

First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to amend by substitution Exhibit “A”; Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   

 

Ordinance 63-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING OLMSTED FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCE 

PART TWO “ADMINISTRATION,” SECTION 224.01 ENTITLED “EXECUTION; 

EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS OF STATUTORY MAXIMUM” REGARDING 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES   First Reading 

 

Ordinance 64-2021 
AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND AFFIRMING THE DECISION OF THE 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION REGARDING P&Z DOCKET NO: 21-

2021, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 

0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 65-2021 
AN ORDINANCE REVERSING THE DECISION OF THE PLANNING AND 

ZONING COMMISSION IN P&Z DOCKET NO. 21-2021, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 
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Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 0 ayes; 5 nays. Motion failed.  

 

Ordinance 66-2021 
AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND MODIFYING THE DECISION OF THE 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION REGARDING P&Z DOCKET NO: 21-

2021, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Ms. Buchholz moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

Poll: 0 ayes; 5 nays. Motion failed.  

 

Resolution 67-2021 

A RESOLUTION TO RATIFY AND ACCEPT THE MATERIAL TERMS OF THE 

ONE OHIO SUBDIVISION SETTLEMENT PURSUANT TO THE ONE OHIO 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND CONSISTENT WITH THE 

TERMS OF THE JULY 21, 2021 NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Ms. Buchholz moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 68-2021 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ALL ACTIONS NECESSARY TO SUBMIT 

AND ACCEPT NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL (NOPEC) 2022 

COMMUNITY EVENT SPONSORSHIP GRANT AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Ms. Buchholz moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to adjourn; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.  

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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